
Love with 
Abandon 

“Living the 
Sacrifice”

Romans 12:1-2



What’s the Tune?

Glorious now, behold Him 
arise, King and God and 
Sacrifice, Alleluia! Alleluia!

We Three Kings



Pslam 51:16-17

“16 You do not delight in sacrifice, or I 
would bring it; you do not take 
pleasure in burnt offerings. 17 My 
sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; a 
broken and contrite heart you, God, 
will not despise.”



Isaiah1:11-14

“11 “The multitude of your sacrifices 
—what are they to me?” says the 
LORD. “I have more than enough of 
burnt offerings, of rams and the fat of 
fattened animals; I have no pleasure 
in the blood of bulls and lambs and 
goats. 12 When you come to appear … 



Isaiah1:11-14

before me, who has asked this of you, 
this trampling of my courts? 13 Stop 
bringing meaningless offerings! Your 
incense is detestable to me. New 
Moons, Sabbaths and convocations—
I cannot bear your worthless assem-
blies. 14 Your New Moon feasts …



Isaiah1:11-14

and your appointed festivals I hate 
with all my being. They have become 
a burden to me; I am weary of 
bearing them.” 



Romans 12:1a

“Therefore, I urge you, brothers 
and sisters, in view of God’s 
mercy, …



Romans 12:1b-2

“…to offer your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and 
pleasing to God—



Romans 12:1b-2

“Therefore, I urge you, brothers 
and sisters, in view of God’s 
mercy, to offer your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and 
pleasing to God—…”



Philippians 2:6-9

“[Jesus Christ], being in very 
nature God, did not consider equality 
with God something to be used to his 
own advantage; 7 rather, he made 
himself nothing by taking the very 
nature of a servant, being made in 
human likeness. 8 And being found in 
appearance as a man, he humbled …



Philippians 2:6-9

himself by becoming obedient to 
death— even death on a  cross! 9 

Therefore God exalted him to the 
highest place and gave him the name 
that is above every name.” 



Galatians 2:19-21

“For through the law I died to the law 
so that I might live for God. I have 
been crucified with Christ and I no 
longer live, but Christ lives in me. The 
life I now live in the body, I live by 
faith in the Son of God, who loved me 
and gave himself for me. I do not …



Galatians 2:19-21

set aside the grace of God, for if 
righteousness could be gained 
through the law, Christ died for 
nothing!.” 



Colossians 3:5-10

“Put to death, therefore, whatever 
belongs to your earthly nature: sexual 
immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires 
and greed, which is idolatry. Because 
of these, the wrath of God is coming. 
You used to walk in these ways, in the 
life you once lived. But now you …



Colossians 3:5-10

must also rid yourselves of all such 
things as these: anger, rage, malice, 
slander, and filthy language from your 
lips. Do not lie to each other, since 
you have taken off your old self with 
its practices and have put on the new 
self, which is being renewed in know-
ledge in the image of its Creator.”



Romans 12:1c

“…—this is your true and 
proper worship. 



Romans 12:1c 

“This is your true and proper 
worship,” (NIV 2011) 

“This is your spiritual act of worship,” 
(old NIV) 

“your reasonable service” (KJV). 

“which is your  spiritual service of 
worship,” NASB



Romans 12:1c 

“which is your spiritual worship,” 
NRSV

“Which is your reasonable (rational, 
intelligent) service and spiritual 
worship.” AMP



True and proper 

worship
The Greek word: “logiken” 

a form of logos; meaning logic, reason 
and implies a service done to benefit 
us. 

Greek word: “lateria” 

Translated as worship or service. 

Put them together: “logical worship.” 



Romans 12:2a

2 Do not conform to the pattern 
of this world…



Phillips Translation

“Don’t let the world around 
you squeeze you into its mold.”



Conform:

1: to be similar or identical: agree;

2: to obey customs or standards: 
comply



Romans 12:2b

2 Do not conform to the pattern 
of this world but be transform-
ed by the renewing of your 
mind. …



“Transformed”

The Greek term: 
“metamorphousthe” 

Where we get the word, 
“metamorphosis,” & 
“metamorphosed” 





Romans 12:2

2 Do not conform to the pattern of 
this world but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind. Then 
you will be able to test and 
approve what God’s will is—his 
good, pleasing and perfect will.




